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Climate change mitigation as a co-benefit 

of sustainable transport policy 
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Sustainable transport: 

• Improves energy efficiency 

• Benefits economy 

• Increase road safety 

• Improves air quality 

• Reduces congestion 

• Increase in liveability 

• Reduces greenhouse gas emissions 
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Typology of policy instruments 

• Infrastructure and technology investment (e.g. 

roads, cycle paths, BRTs, railways, stations, 

airports, traffic management systems, vehicles 

and rolling stock)  

• Regulation and planning (standards, codes, 

audits and rules) 

• Economic instruments (taxation, subsidies, 

pricing, research programmes) 

• Information and communication (e.g. 

campaigns, labelling, etc.) 

•   
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Policy instruments and ASI 
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What can be the role of NAMAs in 

promoting sustainable transport? 
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NAMA can connect transport and climate 

policy 

National sustainable transport Master Plan / Strategy
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NAMAs can help sustainable transport 

policies 
• Help overcome barriers: 

– Technical and institutional capacity 

– Design high-quality policies and strategies 

– International financial support, leveraging 

domestic finance and other sources 

– Political support, local-national-international 

• Achieving long-term change by moving beyond 

current plans, in a systemic approach (avoid 

mistakes made in industrialised countries) 

• Scaled-up finance by shifting investments from 

traditional approaches to sustainable transport 

(notably public transport) 

 

Can NAMAs 

work better 

than CDM? 
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Can climate finance make a difference? 
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Transport-NAMA database 
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Status 

• 23 in database (tip of the iceberg) 

– 13% - equal to share in global emissions 

• Mostly in passenger transport (even though 

freight is 45% of emissions) 

• Mostly in urban transport 

• ASI all represented 

• Most in Latin America  

• Not much known about mitigation impact 
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Transport-NAMA Database 
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Criteria for high-quality transport-NAMAs 

• GHG impact 

– Direct 

– Indirect (replication, long-term impact, innovation) 

• Embedded in low-carbon development strategies 

• Transformational approach 

• Solid and transparent MRV approach 

• Financial structure and potential for leveraging 

• Cost-effectiveness 

• Sustainable development benefits 
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Conclusions 

• All types of policy instruments are required to implement the 

Avoid-Shift-Improve approach 

• NAMAs can help to overcome barriers 

• Bundling of actions into one NAMA helps to create more 

comprehensive strategy 

– Projects, policies and programmes 

• Transport-NAMAs have high SD benefits 

• Climate finance will be little compared to infrastructure 

investments 

• Promising pipeline development: time to start implementation! 
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www.facebook.com/TransportClimateASEAN  

www.TransportAndClimateChange.org  

http://www.facebook.com/TransportClimateASEAN
http://www.TransportAndClimateChange.org

